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SIERRA VISTA LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION 
SPECIAL MEETING 
OCTOBER 7, 2015 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
J. Blaylock, Chair, called the special meeting of the Sierra Vista Public Library Advisory 
Commission to order at 3:03 p.m. in the Sierra Vista Public Library, 2600 E. Tacoma 
Street, Sierra Vista, Arizona. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Joan Blaylock 
 Debra DePew 
 Virginia Fuller 
 Dottie Simmons 
 Alvin Slarve 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Kelly Roberts 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Victoria Yarbrough, Leisure and Library Services Director 
 Emily Scherrer, Library Administrator 
 Craig Mount, City Council Liaison 
 Debra Chatham, Library Recorder 
 Janie Fix, Friends of the Library Representative 
 Rita Spano, Friends of the Library Representative 
 Trini Valentin, CCLD Citizen Liaison Council Representative 
 Leslie Clark, Commission Applicant 
 Stephanie Fulton, Commission Applicant 
   
ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA: 
 
A. Slarve moved that the Agenda be accepted as written. D. Simmons seconded the 
motion. 
 
VOTE: 5–0. The motion passed. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF AUGUST 24, 
2015 
 
A. Slarve moved that the Minutes of the Regular meeting of August 24, 2015 be 
accepted as written. D. Simmons seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: 5–0. The motion passed. 
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TOUR OF THE LIBRARY 
 
V. Yarbrough gave a tour of the library, pointing out the various collections and many 
services available to the community. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
COCHISE COUNTY CITIZEN LIAISON COUNCIL REPORT ON RECENT ACTIVITY 
 
T. Valentin reported that the next meeting will be Wednesday, October 14, 1:00–3:00 
p.m. at the Douglas Public Library. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT ON STAFF AND LIBRARY ACTIVITIES—Victoria Yarbrough: 
 
V. Yarbrough mentioned that the current Henry F. Hauser Museum exhibit, Sirens, 
Whistles, and Badges ... Oh, My!, is fantastic and invited the Commissioners and 
members of the public to stop by and see it. The free exhibit will run through April 22, 
2016. 
 
E. Scherrer reported that the collections in the youth and children’s areas are being 
reorganized and updated to make them more attractive and user friendly. 
 
Emily mentioned that there will soon be a new reading tent in the children’s area. 
 
Emily mentioned that the lego table remains very popular. 
 
Emily explained the bicycle lending program Susan Abend is working on.  
 
Emily mentioned that the Storytimes continue to grow, with 271 children participating 
during the month of September. Emily mentioned that Sierra, the children’s librarian, 
filmed some Storytimes and the videos will be available to view on the city’s website. 
 
Emily mentioned that author J A Jance visited recently and that her presentations are 
always popular with the community. 
 
Emily mentioned recent PEW research in which the people surveyed indicated that 
libraries are nearly as important to communities as fire and police services. The survey 
showed that early literacy and digital literacy were the most important functions of a 
library. Emily told the Commissioners they can find the report, Libraries at the 
Crossroads, online. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. Discussion of the Role of the Commission 
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V. Yarbrough discussed the role of the Commission and provided information from 
the Boards and Commissions Handbook and a list of possible future discussion 
items. 
 
D. DePew asked if Storytimes could be discussed during the next meeting. 
 
A. Slarve asked if Homework Help could be discussed during the November 
meeting. 
 

b. Discussion/Decision on Library Advisory Commission Applicants, Leslie Clark and 
Stephanie Fulton 
J. Blaylock reviewed the applications with the Commission. D. DePew made a 
motion to nominate Stephanie Fulton to fill the vacancy. D. Simmons seconded the 
motion. The Commission discussed the applicants and clarified the role of associate 
members. 
 
The Commission voted 5–0 in favor of recommending to the City Council that 
Stephanie Fulton be appointed to the Library Advisory Commission. 
 
A. Slarve made a motion to invite Leslie Clark to serve as an associate member, 
pending her willingness to do so. D. Simmons seconded the motion. After 
discussion, the Commission voted 5–0 in favor of inviting Leslie Clark to serve as an 
associate member. 
 
V. Yarbrough explained associate memberships to the applicants. L. Clark accepted 
the Commission’s invitation to serve as an associate member. 
 

c. Discussion of National Library Week 
D. Simmons handed out a schedule of library events occurring during National 
Library Week and a planning schedule for National Library Week. 
 
The Commission discussed opportunities for National Library Week and possible 
themes for the event. The Commissioners asked that this item remain on the 
agenda. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

There was no new business to come before the Commission. 
 
BRIEF REPORT BY THE CITY COUNCIL LIAISON OF CITY COUNCIL 
DISCUSSIONS RELEVANT TO THE LIBRARY—Councilmember Craig Mount: 
 
Councilmember Mount congratulated Stephanie and Leslie. 
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Councilmember Mount stressed that it is important for the Commissioners to get 
feedback from the community about library programming so that appropriate funding 
can be considered in future budget planning sessions. 
 
Councilmember Mount thanked the Commissioners for their time and said he is excited 
about the direction the Commission is going. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
Rita Spano mentioned the Friends of the Library monthly book sale will be October 10 
from 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
 
Janie Fix asked how she could access the PEW report, Libraries at the Crossroads. 
Janie asked about announcements for STEAM programming. 
 
REQUESTS OF THE COMMISSION AND FUTURE DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
D. Simmons mentioned that the Amazing Arizona lectures will tie in with the museum’s 
current exhibit, Sirens, Whistles, and Badges ... Oh, My! Dottie mentioned that the 
original Fry fire truck will be at Cars in the Park this coming weekend. She also 
mentioned that the museum will be open additional hours October 17 and 24. 
 
L. Clark asked that an agenda item to discuss the library’s eBook service, Overdrive, be 
placed on a future agenda. 
 
D. DePew asked if National Library Week would be on the October 26 agenda. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Library Advisory Commission J. 
Blaylock adjourned the meeting at 4:29 p.m. 
 
The next Commission meeting will be Monday, October 26, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 J. Blaylock 
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